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1982 to 1986: John Rivera started in the Blood Banking Division of Terumo, Inc., as the very first sales 

representative in the Northeastern United States selling blood collection bags, blood transfusion sets 

and Apheresis needles. He was later promoted to Product Manager and participated in the product 

development processes for five (5) day platelet collection and the first experimental leukocyte depletion 

of stored donor platelets.   

1987: John was a Sales Manager for HemaCare, Inc., a private, commercial blood center in Sherman 

Oaks, California, where he marketed Preoperative Autologous Blood Donation programs (PAD), 

Therapeutic Plasma Exchange procedures (TPE) and five (5) day Single Donor Platelet Pheresis products 

to all hospitals in the Southern California area. 

1988 to 1994: John was a Product Manager and International Marketing Manager for Electromedics, Inc. 

in Denver, Colorado, where he assisted in the design of all autotransfusion machines and disposables. 

He was part of the team that invented perioperative autologous platelet rich plasma sequestration (PRP) 

with autotransfusion machines that led directly to the first use of autologous platelet gel in surgery.  

That technology was also used for the perioperative collection and concentration of autologous stem 

cells.  As the International Marketing Manager, he helped introduce these technologies to over 50 

countries utilizing his language capabilities in English, Spanish, French and German. 



 
1994 to present: Electromedics was purchased by Medtronic, Inc. in April 1994. John continued to serve 

as the International Marketing Manager until 1999. He was a sales representative in Pennsylvania and 

Southern New Jersey for the ACT Plus and HMS Plus anticoagulation management devices from 1999 

until 2002 and he also served as a faculty member in the Medtronic Hemostasis Management 

Symposium.  John assumed his current role as a Senior Therapy Development Manager in 2002 and 

assisted in the development and design of the Sequestra1000 Autotransfusion Machine, the autoLog 

Autotransfusion machine, the autoLog IQ Autotransfusion machine, and the Magellan portable 

autologous platelet separation device.  The Magellan device was also used to separate and concentrate 

autologous stem cells in the perioperative setting.  That technology was sold to another company, 

Arteriocyte, in 2010. He is currently listed as part of the invention team on 16 United States patents.   

John Rivera teach ’s the principles of autotransfusion, anticoagulation management and blood 

conservation at several perfusion schools including St. Luke’s/Texas Heart Institute in Houston, Texas, 

the University of Nebraska in Omaha, Nebraska, Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee and the 

University of Iowa in Iowa City, Iowa. He speaks frequently at national and regional American Society of 

Extracorporeal Technology (AmSECT) meetings.  He participated in the creation of the Perioperative 

Blood Management Technologist (PBMT) and the Perioperative Blood Management Specialist (PBMS) 

exams in conjunction with the AmSECT International Board of Blood Management (IBBM).  John lectures 

extensively throughout the world on the subjects mentioned above and anticoagulation management, in 

English, Spanish, French, and German. 

In summary, John has been involved in all aspects of blood collection, blood component separation, 

blood handling and blood conservation for over 38 years and is considered by various medical societies 

to be a subject matter expert (SME) regarding autotransfusion, heparin management and perioperative 

blood management. 


